62	ASOKA AND HIS HOUSE
maintain that Asoka seized the throne upon his father's
death, killing all rival claimants to it, and the Chinese
pilgrims tell us of the prison or 'Hell' into which he threw
his rivals, and tortured them to death. All this is possibly
based upon fact, but very highly coloured—to make the
wonder of his conversion more striking, and to shed more
lustre upon the Buddhist religion.
In his married life he was not entirely happy, being
cursed with a queen so jealous that she could not even
tolerate his interest in the Bo-tree of the Buddha's enlighten-
ment, and that she caused Asoka's son to be blinded. He
was the child of a rival, and was named Kunala because
of thfi beauty of his eyes, which resembled those of the
Kunala bird* Other sons served as viceroys in important
provinces, and a daughter, Sanghamitta (Friend of the
Order), went with her brother Mahinda to Ceylon, A
fresco at Ajanta shows us this noble pair, who were
ordained six years after their father's coronation, setting
out with a slip of the Bo-tree for Ceylon, They had then
been twelve years in the Order, and were well qualified to
become teachers, and to introduce not only the religion
but the civilization of Mauryan India to the peoples of
the island.
The older Island Chronicle, the Dipawamsa, and the
later Great Chronicle, Mahawamsa, a much more artistic
work, agree in making the great Asoka a friend of the
Sinhalese King Tissa. He called himself Devanampiya,
'Friend of the Gods', in imitation of Asoka, and welcomed
the Buddhist mission,
'We are followers of the Dhamma, Lord, in compassion
to thee have we come/ said Mahinda, and proceeded to
preach to the king and his hunting-party the parable of
the spoor of the elephant.
The Way of the Dhamma leads to freedom from rebirth
—it is the Way of the Path-finder, and his path is as easy
to trace as the footprints of the elephant.
As in Japan nearly a thousand years later, the seed fell
on fruitful soil, and Ceylon soon became a civilized nation

